Case Study 1: Arunachal Pradesh – India 

Arunachal Pradesh is very rich in forest and biodiversity. This study tries to examine the economic estimates of the recreational value of the economic estimates of the recreational value of nature –based tourism and estimates the economic potential for the development of such tourism in Arunachal Pradesh.

This study makes an attempt to show that the sustainable management of forests and wildlife resources could provide very significant and much needed revenue for the states of North East India. This is the first study of its kind carried out till fate to determine the demand for nature-based tourism and the economic value of forest and biodiversity in North East India in general, and Arunachal Pradesh in particular. The broad objectives of the study were to study the socio-economic characteristics of tourists such as nationality, gender, age, reasons for visit, household income, educational level, length of stay, cost of travel etc. To determine as far as possible the income benefits of nature –based tourism through the existence of natural resources. To examine the nature of demand for tourism related services generated by the selected tourist spots of Arunachal Pradesh. To elicit relative values placed by stakeholders of near-by forests/parks as well as local people’s perception of the impact of tourism. The study was conducted in Arunachal Pradesh covering an area of about 83,743 Sq KM. Biogeographically, it is situated in the Eastern

Himalayan province, which is considered to be the richest bio-geographical province of the Himalayan zone. The entire territory forms a complex hill system with varying elevations ranging from 50metres at the foothills to around 7000 meters in the northern hills. This diversity of topographical and climatic conditions has favored the growth of luxuriant forests, which are home to myriad plants and animal forms adding beauty to the landscapes. So, the mountain ecosystems have provided ideal conditions for the promotion of nature-based tourism in Arunachal Pradesh. Four relatively developed

Tourists spots were selected for the study purpose, these are Namdapha National park in the eastern part of the sate, Ziro which is located at the central part and Bomdila and Tawang in the western part of Arunachal Pradesh. The study included three categories of stakeholders namely tourists, local population, and experts. So three different surveys

were conducted.

Tourist survey: In order to determine the economic benefits of nature-based tourism in the selected tourists spots, a detailed questionnaire was developed. Part 1 of the questionnaire was to obtain the background information on the visitors current visit to the selected spot ; part 2 included data on travel costs involved with the trip to the selected spots, part 3 and part 4; contained the economic valuation questions and visitors’ impressions. The present study on tourists was based on multi-stage sampling technique. The tourists were selected randomly and the interview was conducted in two stages. During the survey altogether 390 effective interviews were conducted out of which 269 were domestic tourists and 40 foreign tourists. Tawang-98, Bomdila-93, Namdapha-56 and Ziro-56.A travel cost model was used to determine the value of tourism and the nature of demand for it.

Survey of local population: The local people around the selected tourist area interviewed derive the use value of forests through the collection of firewood, building construction materials, leafy vegetables and medicinal plants. Altogether 12 villages were selected

by purposive sampling.
Expert Survey: The third category of the stakeholders of the present study were experts who were basically botanists, zoologists, environmental-geographers, geologists, foresters and NGOs working on environmental issues. The opinion of experts was

taken to identify and assess the possible negative impacts of tourism on environmental parameters and the optimum number of tourists that can be catered to daily in the selected tourist spots of Arunachal Pradesh without affecting the ecosystem adversely. The Delphi technique was used for the identification and assessment of impacts of tourism. The results from these surveys showed that, nature-based tourism, in Arunachal Pradesh brings significant economic benefits to the area.
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